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Stephen A. Ross	 has	 been	 one	 of	 the	most	

influential	economists	of	the	last	fifty	years—that	influence	extends	beyond	his	

writings.	In	this	volume	students	whose	careers	and	thinking	were	particularly	

influenced	by	Stephen	A.	Ross	have	chosen	to	dedicate	a	prominently	published	

article	of	their	own	to	his	mentorship.	In	addition	to	the	reprinted	articles,	

each	 student	 has	written	 a	 short	 piece	 about	 their	 experience	with	 Stephen	

A.	Ross	as	a	mentor.	These	essays	are	unique	in	their	ability	to	shed	light	on	

what	good	research	is,	and	how	to	motivate	students	to	produce	it.	Among	the	

twenty-seven	student/contributors	to	this	volume	are:	two	former	presidents	

of	the	American	Finance	Association,	five	presidents	of	the	Western	Finance	

Association,	a	number	of	editors	and	associate	editors	of	scholarly	journals,	and	

more	than	a	dozen	chaired	professors	from	top	universities.	The	distinguished	

list	 of	 contributors	 to	 this	 volume	 comprises	 only	 the	 first	 generation	 of	

students.	Many	of	 these	 contributors	now	have	 their	 own	 successful	 crops	

of	graduate	students	who	in	turn	have	also	produced	successful	academic	and	

business	professionals.	Truly	the	influence	of	“the	mentor,”	Stephen	A.	Ross,	

extends	for	generations.


